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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes
What a memorable week it has been! On Tuesday, we welcomed back all of our students at one time for a more
traditional school day in our full in person model. It was such a celebration! After all the hours and hours of
planning and preparing, we were able to return safely. Thank you to the entire community as it sure has been a
community effort to make this happen. The students seemed very happy to be reunited with all of their friends.
It’ll be nice to have the long weekend to rest up for a full week next week. Happy Easter to those families
celebrating the holiday!

We will be dismissing all students on Wednesdays at 12:10pm. While the Wednesday drop off times for the bus
are not listed in Aspen, please expect your child/ren to arrive approximately 3 hours and 10 minutes earlier than
the M, Tu, Th, F time. For example, if your child is scheduled to be dropped off at 3:33pm, they would arrive at
approximately 12:23pm on Wednesdays. Please note that times are approximate every day. On early release
days they can fluctuate more due to the increased numbers of students being picked up at school.

Lunches are going extremely well thanks to our hardworking cafeteria staff, our aides, and our families for
selecting lunches on a daily or weekly basis. Please continue to input your child’s lunch choice on a daily or
weekly basis. Every student/family needs to complete this task so that we have an accurate lunch count and can
ensure that every child has a lunch to eat.

Please join us in welcoming Mr. Samuel Tarr as a new COVID aide to help us with arrivals/dismissals, lunches,
mask breaks, and transitions. You’ll also see Mr. Bill Sims and Mrs. Kim DiLoreto around the school helping us
with sub coverage for the next week or two.  We are thrilled to be able to have this support during the school day.

Believe it or not, we are beginning our placement process for the 2021-2022 school year soon. Part of our
placement process is to gather input from families regarding placement. Families are NOT required to complete
this form, but if there is something critical that you feel needs to be considered for placement, please use this form
to let us know. We will hold a firm ending date of Friday, April 23rd. No input will be considered after this date as
we will already be underway with the placement process.



Next week, we’ll take a moment to celebrate our amazing Assistant Principal, Mrs. Benner, for National Assistant
Principals Week. We will honor and celebrate her many contributions to Cole School from chairing IEP meetings,
to scheduling aide support and classes, to overseeing buses and bus issues, and to thinking through every detail
to make the most impact for every student, teacher, and family. I couldn’t ask for a better assistant principal to
work with each day! We are beyond fortunate to have Mrs. Benner at Cole School! Please take a moment to
thank her with a wave, a note, or a beep as you drive by her at arrival/dismissal.

Parent Conferences are scheduled from 5:00-7:00pm on Tuesday, April 27th and from 1:30-3:30pm on
Wednesday, April 28th.  Links to sign up for parent conferences will be sent home via email on Monday, April 5th.

If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist.

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

Nurse’s Notes
The School Committee will be voting Monday to accept a change to the Close Contact Protocol. We will be
aligning with the CDC recommendations and requirements.

People who have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19—excluding people who have had
COVID-19 within the past 3 months or who are fully vaccinated.

● People who have tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 3 months and recovered do not have to
quarantine or get tested again as long as they do not develop new symptoms.

What counts as close contact?

● You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more
● You provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID-19
● You had direct physical contact with the person (hugged or kissed them)
● You shared eating or drinking utensils
● They sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory droplets on you

Your local public health authorities make the final decisions about how long quarantine should last, based on local
conditions and needs. Follow the recommendations of your local public health department if you need to
quarantine. Options they will consider include stopping quarantine

● After day 10 without testing
● After day 7 after receiving a negative test result (test must occur on day 5 or later)

After stopping quarantine, you should

● Watch for symptoms until 14 days after exposure.
● If you have symptoms, immediately self-isolate and contact your local public health authority or healthcare

provider.
● Wear a mask, stay at least 6 feet from others, wash your hands, avoid crowds, and take other steps to

prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Beth MacDougall RN (781) 659-8823 prompt #3 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html


Counselors’ Corner
We’re back! It felt sort of like a whirlwind of a week, so enjoy the extra day this weekend and know we are ready to
welcome your children back on Monday.  As always, please reach out to Dr. Ciolkosz or Mrs. Walsh if your child
needs our support with this transition, or other concerns.

April is Autism Acceptance Month- note the shift from “awareness” to “acceptance,” which started this year. The
goal of this month is to spread awareness, promote acceptance and inclusion, and ignite change for all the
incredible kids and families who live with Autism.

Resource of the Week - Here’s a fun, powerful breathing technique for self-regulation and calming called
alternate nostril breathing- you may have done it in a yoga class before! Not recommended if you are stuffed up
with allergies :)

Norwell Food Services

April’s Lunch Menu: here

Community News

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbsDBalh-EM
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043

